
ELDERS MEETING 
March 2, 2017 

Attendance:  Randy Ballinger, Rob Doty, Nolan Markley, Charlie Hobbs, John Pattison, Wes 
Sewell, and Bob Powell 

Randy Ballinger called the meeting to order and Wes Sewell opened it with prayer.  Minutes 
from the February 22, 2017, annual meeting were reviewed and approved by consensus. 

Nolan Markley gave the financial report.  The new church bus is in place and the deacons will 
investigate the best way to dispose of the old bus.   
Randy asked if we (and the congregation) are aware there is an AED device in the foyer 
between the restrooms.  It was decided we need to have a training session for anyone 
interested in its use and do this on a regular basis.  Randy will check with Andy DeHoff about 
holding the class.  There will be an open elders meeting for the congregation beginning May 
18, and again August 17 and November 16, 2017.  Due to scheduling conflicts, the elders will 
not attend the Generosity Summit on March 11, at Cincinnati Christian University as a group.  
However Nolan and possibly some others will attend.   Barb and Shari have offered the 
opportunity for elders to attend the Orange Conference in Atlanta.  Anyone who can attend is 
to contact Barb or Shari by Sunday (March 5).  Everyone is to have read the first chapter in 
the book, “Lasting Impact” by Carey Nieuwhof, by the March 16, and be ready to discuss. We 
held a recap of the annual congregational meeting.  Copies of the report are available at the 
Welcome Center for anyone who wants one.  Wes will work to develop a new ABF class 
targeting 20-40 year olds.  He will survey individuals in that group to see what would create 
the most interest.  We also discussed the need to develop new teachers.  We discussed the 
possibility of hiring a part time financial person. Funds for this are in the 2017 budget and a 
job description must be developed.  Randy recommended we rescind the “Preaching and 
Pastoral Care Minister” job description from the Elder Leadership Manual.  The job description 
was specifically for Steve Abernathy and is no longer applicable.  It was approved by 
consensus.  We will be discussing answers to the frequently asked questions about the new 
service times and format at our next meeting.  Wes will send out a document to everyone on 
this to make suggestions.  We intend to review the Designated Contributions Policy for 
language changes. 

Rob Doty reported the deacons would like to approve a bid from Butch Bowers to upgrade all 
restrooms to be ADA compliant.  We ask if it is in the budget or are they requesting money 
from the major projects fund?  Also ask if a second stall can be added to the ladies restroom.  
Rob also reported we will be paid, based on appraisal, for the easement being taken from our 
farm property for the upgrade to Garr Jackson road.  We will ask for two entrance/exits from 
Garr Jackson Road.  The potential main entrance is to be 50’ and the entrance for the shelter, 
40’.  There will be some cost but this should be offset by revenue form the easement.  We 
would accept the average (or better) value of two independent appraisals, subject to final 
approval by the elders and congregation.  Sale of real estate must be approved by 
congregational vote.   

Wes Sewell gave the senior minister report.  To date, he has the name of 32 people interested 
in the 2018 Israel trip.  Wes will be teaching a class on the Holy Land, specifically where Jesus 



walked, during the next Deeper series.  The next mission Sunday will be March 12.  He will 
also be preaching on the origin of the Bible and how to study it.  He shared some tools he has 
available for ABF teachers to borrow and use relative to Israel.  There will be four services 
again on Easter.  The first will be traditional and the next three contemporary.  Average 
attendance for January was 458 and February was 478.   The average offering for January was 
$17,662.  We have had two baptisms this year and others are interested.  We received proofs 
on the church directory and a few changes are needed.  Hopefully it will be finished soon.   

Charlie Hobbs asked for prayer to cover the Burkina Faso mission trip.  There has been 
terrorist activity in the country recently.  They plan to leave on March 24 and return April 2.  
Other prayer concerns were discussed. 

Bob Powell closed the meeting with prayer. 

Bob Powell 
Secretary


